
Advanced Capo Techniques: color and structure variations

• A capo expands voicing possibilities, either for pitch change or ensemble playing. 
• A partial capo expands voicing possibilities and enables color/structure variations. 

   

This approach © Randall Williams 2006, but the inspiration to structure and teach it came from Mr. Bill Nash – see www.putsiecat.com.

2. Multilevel capo (IV drone)
Capo 1-5 on the first level, then 5-3 on the second level. This allows you to use two 
different sets of drones. The 6th string will drone on the fourth degree of the scale 
(structure) the 1st and 2nd strings fit with the fifth degree of the scale (color.)   

Example: capo the 2nd fret 1-5, then the fourth fret from 5-3. Voice 
G or g minor – the fourth degree of the scale, C, will drone.      
  

3. Playing under the capo

If you are thinking functionally (thinking in numbers rather than in voicings) then it’s 
easy to think in two different keys simultaneously, and reach some voicings under-
neath both capos.   

 fret    voicing

0          E/em
+2        D/dm
+4        C/cm
+5        B/bm
+7        A/am
+9+9        G/gm
+10     F#/f#m
+11     F/fm
+12     E/em

1-5/5-3  voicing

2+2      G/gm
2+3      F#/f#m
2+4      F/fm
2+5      E/em
2+7      D/dm
2+92+9      C/cm
2+10    B/bm
2+12     A/am


